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EDITORIAL 
T he South-American novelist Mario Vargas Llosa has contributed decisively to the universal acclaim of h n t l o  Blanc, one of the classics of fifteenth century European literature. Before him, Cervantes said that 
h n t  lo Blanc was the worldls greatest novel. Recognition of the work has grown intermittently, perhaps 
because Catalan literature has been through periods of isolation and incommunication, due to the country's 
changing political fortunes or simply because of the limited extent of our language's sphere of influence. For 
some years now we have been aware of a growing worldwide interest in the Catalan classics and in our 
literature both ancient and modern. Tirant lo Blanc is one of the keys to the recognition of the importante of 
Catalan literature within European literature as a whole. The publishing success of the English and Dutch 
versions show that our literature is not merely and obiect of curiosity on the part of scholars, but that it reaches 
a wide reading public who, above al1 else, is searching for pleasure in reading. 
While the articles about Tirant lo Blancand about the Romanesque provide us with an insight into our country's 
cultural post, this number of Catalonia also looks at certain aspects of our contemporary culture. We offer a 
toste of the "La Fura dels Baus" group, a team of professionals who stand out as innovators of theatrical 
technique and for the originality with which they express themselves. We are also pleased to include infor- 
mation on comtemporary Catalan technology. Derbi motor-cycles are known al1 over the world for their 
remarkable technical characteristics and for the fame they have achieved in the world of sport. 
A Catalan doctor, Francesc Vilardell, is the present president of the Council of lnternational Organizations of 
Medical Sciences. In the interview we publish, he speaks of the challenges facing medicine at the end of the 
nventieth century. His scientific and moral authoriiy allow him to find lucid, courageous answers to the great 
controversies of our time. 
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